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Department of Veterans Affairs

given VA the following approval num-
bers:

801.601

48 CFR part or section where identified Current OMB
and described control number

809.106—1 2900-0418
809.504(d) 2900-0418
813 2900-0393
832.006—4 2900-0688
832.202-4 . 2900-0688
836.606—71 ... 2900-0208
852.207-70 ... 2900-0590
852.209-70 ... 2900-0418
852.211-70 ... 2900-0587
852.211-71 ... 2900-0588
852.211-72 ... 2900-0586
852.211-73 2900-0585

48 CFR part or section where identified Current OMB
and described control number

85221470 .ooviiiiiiierrecrccie e 2900-0593
852.228-71 .. 2900-0590
852.236-72 2900-0422
852.236-79 ..... 2900-0208
852.236-80 (Alt. I) ....... 2900-0422
852.236-82 through 852.236-84 2900-0422
852.236-88 2900-0422
852.236-89 2900-0622
852.236-91 2900-0623
852.237-7 2900-0590
852.270-3 2900-0589

Subpart 801.2—Administration
801.201 Maintenance of the FAR.

801.201-1 The two councils.

Revisions to the FAR are prepared
and issued through the coordinated ac-
tion of two councils, the Defense Ac-
quisition Regulations Council and the
Civilian Agency Acquisition Council. A
designee of the Office of Acquisition
and Materiel Management will rep-
resent VA on the Civilian Agency Ac-
quisition Council.

Subpart 801.3—Department
Acquisition Regulations

801.304 Department control and com-
pliance procedures.

The Assistant Secretary for Manage-
ment is designated as the Department’s
Chief Acquisition Officer. The Deputy
Assistant Secretary (DAS) for Acquisi-
tion and Materiel Management is des-
ignated as the Department’s Senior
Procurement Executive (SPE). The As-
sociate DAS for Acquisitions is des-
ignated as the Deputy Senior Procure-
ment Executive (DSPE). The DSPE is
responsible for amending the VAAR for
compliance with FAR 1.304.

Subpart 801.4—Deviations from
the FAR or VAAR

801.403 Individual deviations.

(a) Authority to authorize individual
deviations from the FAR and VAAR is
delegated to the SPE and is further
delegated to the DSPE.

(b) When a contracting officer con-
siders it necessary to deviate from the
policies in the FAR or VAAR, the con-
tracting officer, in accordance with Ad-
ministration or staff office procedures,
must submit a request through the
HCA to the DSPE for authority to de-
viate.

(c) The request to deviate must clear-
ly state the circumstances warranting
the deviation and the nature of the de-
viation.

(d) The DSPE may authorize indi-
vidual deviations from the FAR and
VAAR when an individual deviation is
in the best interest of the Government.
When the DSPE authorizes a deviation,
the contracting officer must file the
authorization in the purchase order or
contract file.

801.404 Class deviations.

Authority to authorize class devi-
ations from the FAR and VAAR is dele-
gated to the SPE and is further dele-
gated to the DSPE. The DSPE may au-
thorize class deviations from the FAR
and VAAR when a class deviation is in
the best interest of the Government.
The DSPE must comply with the provi-
sions of FAR 1.404 through the SPE.

Subpart 801.6—Career Develop-
ment, Coniracting Authority,
and Responsibilities

801.601 General.

(a) The HCA or the DSPE, within
their authority, may appoint a con-
tracting officer under FAR 1.603 and
VA’s Contracting Officer Certification
Program (COCP).
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801.602

(b) In addition, the HCA may dele-
gate micro-purchase authority to VA
employees under VA’s purchase card
program.

(¢) An individual may not commit
the Government for purchases of sup-
plies, equipment, or services unless the
individual has received delegated con-
tracting authority as a contracting of-
ficer or purchase card holder or as pro-
vided in 801.670. Individuals making
such commitments or acting beyond
the scope of their authority may be
held financially liable.

801.602 Contracting officers.

(a) Except as otherwise provided by
statute, VA regulations, the VAAR, or
the FAR, the authority vested in the
Secretary to do the following is dele-
gated to the SPE and is further dele-
gated from the SPE to the DSPE:

(1) Execute, award, and administer
contracts, purchase orders, and other
agreements (including interagency
agreements) for the expenditure of
funds for construction and the acquisi-
tion of personal property and services
(including architect-engineer services).

(2) Issue bills of lading.

(3) Sell personal property.

(4) Enter into leases, sales agree-
ments, and other transactions.

(5) Prescribe and publish acquisition
policies and procedures.

(6) Establish clear lines
tracting authority.

(7) Manage and enhance career devel-
opment of the procurement work force.

(8) Examine, in coordination with the
Office of Federal Procurement Policy,
the procurement system to determine
specific areas where VA should estab-
lish and apply Government-wide per-
formance standards, and to participate
in developing Government-wide pro-
curement policies, regulations, and
standards.

(9) Oversee the competition advocate
program.

(b) The DSPE may further delegate
authority to execute, award, and ad-
minister contracts, purchase orders,
and other agreements to other VA offi-
cials, such as HCAs and contracting of-
ficers, in accordance with the COCP.

of con-

48 CFR Ch. 8 (10-1-11 Edition)

801.602-2 Responsibilities.

In the administration of a contract,
many problems can and do arise that
make the advice and assistance of the
Office of General Counsel (OGC) either
desirable or necessary. The final deci-
sion as to the action to be taken, how-
ever, must be made by the contracting
officer in each instance. To reduce to
the absolute minimum the possibility
of litigation resulting from his/her de-
cision, the contracting officer shall
submit the problem through channels
in sufficient detail to the General
Counsel for advice or assistance.

801.602-3 Ratification of unauthorized
commitments.

(a) This section applies to unauthor-
ized commitments, including any com-
mitment made by a contracting officer
that exceeds that contracting officer’s
contracting authority and unauthor-
ized commitments made by individuals
who lack contracting authority.

(b) A contracting officer must not
ratify unauthorized commitments
made by other VA personnel or by an-
other contracting officer who lacks au-
thority without prior approval as spec-
ified in paragraphs (b)(1) through (b)(3)
of this section. The specified approval
authorities may not be re-delegated.

(1) At field facilities, for supplies,
services (except leases of real prop-
erty), and construction, the approving
authority for unauthorized commit-
ments made by staff assigned to a field
facility is the HCA.

(2) For VA Central Office (VACO) or-
ganizations, for supplies, services (ex-
cept leases of real property), and con-
struction, the approving authorities for
unauthorized commitments made by
staff assigned to the Administrations
are the respective chief financial offi-
cers of the Administrations concerned.
The approving authority for unauthor-
ized commitments made by staff as-
signed to any other organization with-
in VACO is the Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for Acquisition and Materiel
Management.

(3) For unauthorized commitments
for leasehold interest in real property,
the approving authority is:

(i) The Director, Office of Construc-
tion and Facilities Management, for
unauthorized commitments for 1-5,000
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